GEOHGE THE THIRD
always enjoyed of being the most accessible of princes. But
early in the summer of 1762 a terrible fear took hold of the royal
household: the King had fallen a victim of the influenza epidemic
which was at the time ravaging London. Charlotte found him
a most trying patient. He refused to be bled when the doctors
said that only by bleeding would the fever be lessened; and he
persisted in telling those about him that there was nothing really
the matter with him. At last Charlotte had her way, and the
doctors bled him; but he was up and about his business long
before he ought to have been; and it has been held that his
rashness on this occasion was responsible for planting the seeds
of that mysterious malady which finally robbed him of his
reason.
Convention demanded that the baby should be born in London;
and at the end of July the royal household went into residence
at St James's Palace. Charlotte had taken a dislike to this royal
residence from the moment that she saw it. It was cold and
forbidding—more like a prison than a home; and it was to
please her that George had about this time opened negotiations
for the purchase of Buckingham House, which is described as
' a pleasant red-brick building facing St James's Park and standing
in its own grounds.' But it could not be ready in time for the
accouchement, and as a result the future George IV was born
in St James's Palace on August I2th, 1762.
Forgotten for the moment were die bitter political hatreds
created by the King's determination to end the ' German War/
The Londoners went mad with delight, when they heard the
City's bells pealing the news over the capital that there was an
heir to England's throne; and the popular excitement was
emphasized by the appearance in the streets of great carts taking
the half-a-million of bullion found in the hold of the captured
Hermione to the vaults of the Bank of England. It was an
omen: the baby would always have a golden spoon in his
mouth.
When the baby was a fortnight old he was baptized in a
private room of the Palace by Dr Seeker, the Archbishop, who
had the distinction of having baptized and married the proud
father. The god-parents were the Duke of Cumberland, the
Duke of Meddenberg-Strelitz and the Dowager-Princess of
Wales. A day or so later the Queen's bed was carried into the
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